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For Jews Earth Day is (at Least) 1800 years Old 

Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs 

 

Tu B’Shevat falls on Thursday, February 13 this year. We will 
commemorate this festival at Shabbat Eve services the following evening. 

In the United States we began celebrating something called “Earth Day” 55 years 
ago in 1970.  Earth Day responded to a need to recognize and take cognizance of 
our human responsibility to protect our environment.   

Tu B’Shevat is known as, “the birthday of the trees.” Trees are vital to the arability 
of the land of Israel. It is first and foremost a holiday to remind us of our responsi-
bility to care for the environment. 

Our festival of environmental awareness, Tu B’Shevat, is first mentioned in the 
Mishnah, which was compiled between 200 BCE and 200 CE.  That means we Jews 
have been observing our “Earth Day” and focusing on environmental awareness for 
at least 1800 years.  

A wonderful Midrash depicts G-d addressing Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden 
saying: “Behold my beautiful earth! You are now responsible for caring for and pre-
serving it. But beware and know that if you destroy and pollute it, there will never 
be another one.” (Kohelet Rabbah 7:13) 

It gives me pride as a Jew to realize that our people institutionalized the sense of 
responsibility for our environment at least 1800 years before the modern world con-
cretized that concern into a day of national observance.   

In our community, our congregant Dr. Megan Davis Hodgkins celebrates Earth Day 
every day. She is the world’s foremost expert on the Queen Conch. She is the Re-
search Professor at the Aquaculture Laborato-
ry, Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute, of 
Florida Atlantic University.  

For over 40 years, she has studied the Queen 
Conch cultivated them and reintroduced these 
beautiful creatures into the sea waters of Flori-
da and the Caribbean. The Conchs greatly re-
duce ocean pollution, and we are proud at 
Temple Beth Shalom to have a congregant 
who works so diligently to restore our earth. 
Recently, Megan gave Vickie and me a guided 
tour of her laboratory and the work that she 
does. We were both deeply moved by the ex-
perience. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Services 

 

Shabbat Dinner RSVP 

(See flyer)(click above to 

Respond) 

5:15pm 

Feb. 7 

 
Shabbat Services 

6:13pm 

Feb. 7 
 

7:30pm 

Feb. 14, 21 & 

28 (Sisterhood Shabbat ) 

 

Torah Study 

9:30am 

Feb 1, 15 

 

Conservative Services 

9:30am 

Feb 8, 22 

 

 

Coffee & Kibbitz: Join Rabbi Fuchs on  

February 4th, at 10:30 am at Grind & Grape. 

Topic: The heroic sacrifice of the Four Chaplains. 

mailto:tbsoffice@tbsvero.org?subject=Shabbat%20Dinner%20RSVP


Rabbi Fuchs has accepted the honor of delivering the keynote ad-
dress at the annual Four Chaplains Commemoration Ceremony in 
Sebastian on Monday, February 3 at 11 AM. 
The ceremony place is at the Veteran’s Memorial corner of Indian 
River Drive and Harrison Street in Sebastian. 
 

In 2006, the Mayor of West Hartford, CT presented Rabbi Fuchs 
with the Four Chaplains Award in recognition of his extensive interfaith efforts and work in the community. 
 

The four chaplains, are Rabbi (Dr.) Alexander D. Goode, Rev. George L. Fox, Rev. Clark V. Poling, and Father John 
P. Washington. 

They served on the Troop Ship Dorchester that was bombed in the North Atlantic on February 3, 1943. When the 
ship’s supply of life jackets ran out, the chaplains each gave theirs to another sailor. They stood arm in arm on the 
deck saying prayers and singing hymns as the ship sank into the ocean. 

Everyone is cordially invited to attend this special ceremony. 

Four Chaplains Commemoration 

Rabbi’s article continued from page 1 

In the late 1980’s, when I served as Rabbi in Nashville, the then Senator from Tennessee Albert Gore began doing re-
search and convening seminars which led to his books and movie about the environment which eventually won him the 
Nobel Prize for Peace.  At the first of these occasions held in Nashville, Senator Gore asked me to deliver a closing 
homily that concretized this concern.   

On that occasion I shared the following story which I recounted to you on Rosh Hashanah: 

Once upon a time -- long ago --there was a goat with horns so long that when he stretched his neck, they grazed the sky 
and caused the stars to sing the most beautiful melody anyone had ever heard.  One day a man was walking through the 
forest thinking of buying a gift for his wife’s birthday when he encountered the goat.  Seeing his beautiful horns he 
thought to cut a small piece off of one to make a jewelry box for his wife. He asked the goat if he could do so, and the 
goat being a friendly sort agreed.  When friends saw the lovely jewelry box, everyone wanted one.  Then many people 
each took just a little bit of the goat’s precious horn for his or her own use.  As a result, the stars no longer sing.   

For me this story conveys the essential message of Tu B’Shevat: So, thank you, “Earth Day” and thank you Dr. Davis 
Hodgkins for reinforcing the ancient lesson of Tu B’Shevat. We are in charge of and responsible for this earth.  If we 
destroy it, we shall never have another one. 
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                SAVE THE DATE          SAVE THE DATE         SAVE THE DATE           

 

Have you ever had questions about the Friday night Shabbat Service,  

but were afraid to ask? 

If you have ever wondered, why we say the prayers we say, what those prayers actually mean or even how to 
say them, come to an informative and interactive workshop with  

Rabbi Stephen Fuchs and he will answer any and all of your questions.   

WHEN:  Thursday, February 20, 2025, 2:30 p.m. 

WHERE:  In the Temple Sanctuary 

RSVP:  Marlene Blattman:  msblattman1@gmail.com , ASAP 

mailto:msblattman1@gmail.com
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

PRESIDENT 
Steve Berlin 

 
VICE PRESIDENT  

Marc Jaffe 
 

IMMEDIATE PAST  
PRESIDENT 

Harold Schwartz 
 

SECRETARY 
Dan Pollack 

 
TREASURER 
Sheldon Cantor 

 
Aric Attas 

Richard Bialosky 
Linda Friedman 
Berl Herzenberg 
Melinda Jacobs 
Paul Kanarek 
Holden Kriss 

Sandy Oswald 
 
 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
Education Director 

Mindy Lessem Pollack 
 
 

ENRICHMENT COMMITTEE 
Steve Friedman 

 
CARING COMMUNITY 

Marc Jaffe 
 

SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT 
Sandy Oswald 

 
MEN’S CLUB PRESIDENT 

Berl Herzenberg 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Linda Friedman 

 
SECURITY 
Bill Edelstein 

 
OFFICE MANAGER 

Trudie Kriss 
tel 772-569-4700 x 1 

Fax 772-569-4701 
tbsoffice@tbsvero.org 

www.tbsvero.org 
 
 

Please notify the Temple  

office or Rabbi if a family 

member or fellow congregant 

is ill or has had an accident. 

The Rabbi can reach out, only 

if he is informed that he  

is needed. 

 

We made it through our first month of 2025! Yay Us! January has been busy at 

TBS and February will be no different. We start the month with Rabbi Fuchs as 

the keynote speaker at the “Four Chaplains Commemoration Ceremony” on Feb 

3rd.  Sheldon continues his “Transformational Figures” series, as well as our 

monthly events of “Coffee & Kibbitz”, “Beer & Bible”, “Book Club”, and 

“Mahjong” continue.  I will lead a Kavanah & Coffee with the Sisterhood on Feb. 

11th.  There is Sisterhood Shabbat on Feb. 28th and so much more. There is also 

something new happening, every 3rd Friday of the month. We will be bringing 

back our “Simcha” Shabbat. We invite all those celebrating an anniversary or 

birthday in the month of February to join us on Friday Feb. 21st  at 7:30 pm, so we 

can celebrate with you. 

The big event in February is the Hugs & Kisses, Stars & Wishes Gala event. I am 

really looking forward to performing some of my favorite Jazz and Broadway hits 

with the Dave Mundy Trio and sharing this music with all of you. Jazz hits like 

“Summertime” by George Gershwin also from Porgy and Bess, “A Tisket A 

Tasket” written by Van Alexander and Chip Webb base on the nursery rhyme by 

the same name that dated back to 1869 that Ella Fitzgerald made famous when she 

was 21 years old, and “Sweet and Lovely” by Tobias, Arnheim, & Lemare written 

in 1931 and I think played and sung by just about every Jazz Musician since being 

composed. Broadway hits such as “I Dreamed a Dream” from Les Miserables, 

Memories from Cats, and Defying Gravity from Wicked are just a few that we will 

be performing.  

This is truly going to be a great concert and event. This event is open to the public 

and my crew and I have been working hard to get the word out, so if you haven’t 

gotten your tickets yet, this is not the time to wait until the last minute because as 

you know our sanctuary only seats about 150 people and I would hate for you to 

miss out. Also, there are many ways for you to support this event and the Temple. 

There are sponsorship levels, donations to the silent auction, and ads can be placed 

in the program. If you can find it in your hearts and pocketbooks to give more, I 

would be deeply grateful.  

 

February is going to be Fun! Fun! Fun! I hope you will join me for the ride! 

 

Cantor Kelly 

 

 

Cantor Kelly 
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President’s Message 

Sisterhood 

Men’s Club 
 

Berl Herzenberg,  
President 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

In lieu of Beer and Bible as usual, we will join the Interfaith 
Gathering where Rabbi Fuchs has been invited to speak on the 
topic "Sin and Salvation in Jewish Thought." The event will be 
held on February 21st at 5:30pm at Mangrove Sands Bar and 
Grille, 100 Woodland Drive, Vero Beach for dinner. Following 
dinner, Rabbi Fuchs will speak.  

Moving forward, February will be very busy. The 11th is  Kavanah & Coffee, 22nd is Cantor's concert and lastly our 
Sisterhood Shabbat on the 28th. Our book club is happening again. Please watch the weekly updates and Scroll  for  
information. 
 
Please save the date for our high tea and fashion show - Fashions by Chico's on March 9th. 
 
"A person's age can be measured by the degree of pain one feels as one comes in contact with a new idea". 
Unknown author 
 
Life changes so quickly today. Our technology is amazing. We need to embrace what we don't know and learn. 
 

Shalom 

Sandy Oswald, 
President 

Enjoy a good book & spending time with old friends & meeting new ones. Please 
join us for Book Club on February 19 in the  Social Hall at 11:00 am.   

The book of the month is Wartime Sisters by Lynda Cohen Loigman. 

RSVP to Susan Berlin  

Book Club 

 
I am writing this message shortly after returning from a meaningful Torah study session, and I 
am filled with excitement. Not only did we experience the usual depth of insights from Rabbi 
Fuchs, but we had the pleasure of seeing 25 attendees—an encouraging turnout that included 
not only our cherished regulars, but also several younger participants. It's heartening to see 
such a diverse group coming together in study and spirit. 
 
As Hillel famously said, “Seek out a teacher for yourself, for without a teacher, who can 
learn?” We are truly fortunate to have Rabbi Fuchs as our teacher, guiding us in our growth 
and understanding. My hope for the year ahead is that we continue to build on this momen-
tum, with increased attendance at services and participation in the many activities we offer 
throughout the year. 
 
Our rabbi search continues, and we are excited to have four Zoom interviews scheduled with 
promising candidates. The search committee is diligently working to identify the right person 
who can lead our congregation into the future. 
 
Looking ahead, the growth of our membership will depend on each of us being an ambassador for Temple Beth Shalom. I encourage 
you to reach out to anyone you know who is not yet affiliated with our temple. Invite them to join us for Shabbat services or any of 
our events—personal connections are the most effective way to welcome new members into our community. 
Wishing you all a fulfilling year ahead. 
 

Warm regards, 

Steve Berlin, President 

305-772-6620 

 

mailto:susanberlin715@gmail.com?subject=January%20Book%20Club
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Religious School 
 

Join us for Shabbat Dinner on February 7
th

! 

Please RSVP ASAP to save a spot at the table! Thank you to Ashley Chaney for spear-

heading this event which is sure to be a lovely night. The dinner begins at 5:15pm in the 

Steyer Social Hall followed by SixThirteen Shabbat service in the sanctuary.  

 

Happy Birthday, Trees! It’s Tu BiShevat and time to taste the fruits of the land of 

Israel and show some love for our environment! On Sunday, February 9
th

 our 

students will explore with their senses many of the tastes of the Seven Species. We’ll 

enjoy almonds, dates, figs, pomegranate, wheat, barley, olives, grapes and more! Stu-

dents will have a chance to share their birthday wishes by designing sidewalk chalk 

pictures and playing a bit of Tree Bingo for a fun morning of celebration. We’ll be planting parsley seeds and nurturing 

them at home, so they are ready in time for our Passover Seders! 

 

Save the dates for TBS Purim celebrations! Sunday, March 9 we will celebrate 

during Sunday school hours. Students should wear their costumes to class. We’ll bake ha-

mantaschen, learn about the Purim characters, play games and have a grand time.  

Then on Friday, March 14
th 

we will celebrate with the rest of our congregation at  

Purim Shabbat where we will read the megillah, sing, act and enjoy the holiday togeth-

er. Costumes are encouraged! To be a part of our “Purim Players” please contact Rabbi Fuchs. 

All are welcome to participate, regardless of experience or “talent!”   

 

Thank you to Rabbi Stephen and Vickie Fuchs who sponsored a candle on our Shining Lights but 

whose donation missed the January Scroll deadline. We appreciate your support! 

 

Religious school classes meet: Sun., Feb. 2, 9, 23 and Wed., Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26. 

 

Am Yisrael Chai! 

Mindy Lessem Pollack 

 

Once again, TBS is collecting socks for the homeless & those in 
need for 30 shelters in Vero.  Socks are the most requested item.  
Please drop off new socks from children’s sizes to adult, men’s & 

women’s sizes.  There is a sock box in the office, but you can leave 
them in any building you visit & we will collect them.  





 
Our Tree Of Life, located in the  

Steyer Social Hall foyer,  
celebrates and remembers  

every kind of occasion. 
 

Next time you visit our social hall, 
please take a moment to look at this 

beautiful wall. 
 

In that moment, reflect on all the B’nai 
Mitzvah, weddings, anniversaries, birth-
days,  memorials, and  other dedications 
that friends and loved ones have given to 

each other over the years. 
If you would like to honor,  

remember someone or mark a special 
occasion in your life, you can have a leaf 

inscribed and placed on our  
Tree Of Life. 

Please contact the office to order  

yours today. 

What a lovely gift idea as well! 

    **Please consider directing donations to** 

 

 

General Fund 
(whatever is needed most) 

  
Eddie Levine TBS  

Religious School Scholarship 
 

Block Family Scholarship 
(send a child to Jewish Camp) 

 
Ike & Alezah Music Fund 

             (congregational  
              musical events) 

 
Goldstein Youth Israel 

Travel Fund 
 

Enrichment  
 

Rabbi’s  
Discretionary Fund 

 
Sisterhood/Men’s Club 

 
Caring Community 

 
Youth Group 

 
Music 

(worship enrichment) 
 

   
Donor               In Memory of 
Sandy Oswald  her parents, Louis & Jeanette Oswald 

Brenda Batty  her parents, Walter & Irene Kleeman 

Gail Freedman  her sister, Marilyn Friedman 

Marge Abels  her mother, Lillian Goldfarb 

Marilyn Trager  her husband, George S. Trager 

Bob Reisman  his mother, Edna Reisman 

Sheila Heit  her mother, Blanche Cohen 

   her father, Irving Lightman 

   her step-son, Reed Bizub 

 

 

GENERAL 

Joelle Tessier 

Myra Greenfield 

Dorothy & Jerry Wallach in memory of William Knobler 

Marlene & Howard Teich in honor of Rabbi Stephen & 

     Vickie Fuchs 

Joanne & Jerome “Jerry” Blum 

Allen M. Lang 

Anita & Frank Moroz 

Charlie Fox in memory of Joel Berman 

Linda Phillips 

Dan & Joan Preuss 

In Memory of Molly Schwartz 
Charlie Fox  

Fay Rudolph  

Anita & Frank Moroz 

Jerry & Joanne Blum 

Steve & Linda Friedman 

Fay Rudolph 

 

 

 

SANCTUARY TECH 
CREW: 

Berl Herzenberg  
 Marc Jaffe, Gage Jaffe 

Technology: 
Marc Jaffe 
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Many Thanks 

TBS needs 1 emergency phone #, email, name & relationship to you 
in the event something happens to you while on campus and we can’t 
make contact with the person living in the same household. 
 
Having this info will ensure better care for you since this person will 
be able to inform medical care givers of allergies or medicines that 
you may be on. 
 
Please use this link to send your emergency contact info to Trudie. 
This should be a # of someone that does not live in your household. 
We will always try to contact the person you live with first. 

Emergency Contact 

mailto:tbsoffice@tbsvero.org?subject=Tree%20of%20Life%20leaf
mailto:tbsoffice@tbsvero.org?subject=Emergency%20Contact


Yahrzeits 
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May G-d Comfort All  
Who Mourn  

In Zion and Jerusalem 

Beatrice Levy Muenze 
Estelle Stiebel 
Ruth Harris 
Jeanne Kurland 
Sallie Block Millman 
Joseph Drucker 
Richard Parker 
Milton Fendell 
Bert Gould 
Morton Kriss 
George A. Terry 
Leonard Kamsky 
Alezah Eisenstein 
Morris Goldstein 
Hyman Obstein 
Robyn Rutman 
Mike Swatt 
Milton Feldman 
Max Kauffman 
Esadore Mellman 
Irving Seid 
Cheryl Rae Eisinger 
Esther Friedman 
Anita G. Astrachan 
Ann Karp 
Ruth Moskowitz 
 
 

Sidney Berkowitz 
Judith Mendelsohn 
Irving Philipson 
Betty Sheiffer 
Abraham Weingarten 
Robert Marshall Heit 
Gail Joann Herzenberg 
Carl Freidan 
Helen Marantz 
Milton Paperth 
Laura Shelden 
Charles Cherry 
Don Epstein 
Ann Philipson 
Rosalind Judith Fitzgerald 
Harry Meyer Goodstein 
Anna Karp 
Robert Karp 
Jon Morris Kraut 
Corine Schwibner 
Peter Shalom Pick 
George S. Trager 
Ester Krushevsky 
Win Levi 
Ted Schwibner 
Bernard Brown 
 

Milton Heskel 
Rose Rothman 
Howard Preuss 
Lois Cohen 
Louis Shapiro 
Jared Weissberg 
Harry Lerner 
Minnie Wexler 
Steven Faison 
Edith Goldie Kantzler 
William Reisman 
Marvin Match 
Max Solinsky 
Sylvia Ruth Goldstein 
Henry Leon 
Rose Moss 
Sheldon Onickel 
Jakob Gur 
Judge Nathan Abelson 
Lillian Cohn 
Jacob Kantzler 
Betty Passy Davis 
Solomon Snoll 
Irving Kraut 
Bertha Merkin 
 

Temple Beth Shalom offers Its heartfelt condolence  
to the family of: 

Richard Bialosky on the loss of 

his cousin, Mindy Mellman 

 
Harold Schwartz on the loss of  

his wife, Molly Schwartz 



Dan Bickel 
Bill Compton 
Janet Levenston 
Jack Weisbaum 
Gage Jaffe 
Marc Rose 
Harry Zuker 
Pam Price 
Noah Chaney 

Esther Pedrazza 
Allison Bickel 
Dan Glotzer 
Sam Bronstein 
Steve Friedman 
Rosanne Susi 
Holden Kriss 
Mike Kessler 
Paul Berg 

Willis Goldsmith 
Lyle Hilton 
Barry Weissberg 
Lily Shackelton 
Eileen Mendelsohn 
Kevin Borwick 
Donna Edelstein 
Michele Sternberg 
Randi Wardlow 

L’Chaim Anniversaries 
Paul & JoAnn Berg   

8 

Birthdays 

Mazel Tov to everyone celebrating their anniversary or birthday this month 

        PLEASE CONSIDER SPONSORING  
                     AN ONEG SHABBAT 

 
A little  fruit, cheese, crackers, veggies, baked items,  

or any other food items you prefer to share & 

 bottled water & other drinks gives us a chance to 

mingle after services. 

 

                 Thank you January Oneg Shabbat sponsors: 

Stiebel, Hauk, Livingston, Alpert/Foley,  

Call or email the office to rsvp for sponsorship 
 

Open dates are : February 14, 21, 28 
 

We depend on our Families to take 
turns sponsoring an Oneg Shabbat. 

Oneg Shabbat 

Rummage Sale 
 

 

We are gearing up for our 2nd sale in the 
spring.  We will continue collecting for it 

every LAST Sunday of the month  
in back of the office building in the 
parking lot where our sea container  

is located.  
Yes, the Sunday drop off day  

has changed. 
 

For large donations pick up call 

Elliot Moskowitz, 818.926.6855 

 
 

 

 

 
 

To participate in the  
Legacy Fund,  a  

member would agree  
to name the Temple 
 as a beneficiary in  

their estate plan (Will or 
Trust) or their  

insurance policy.   
 

            
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information, 

please contact our  
Foundation Board  

Members, Sam Block or 
Carol Kanarek 

 
 
 
 

mailto:tbsoffice@tbsvero.org?subject=Oneg%20Sponsors%20needed


     TREASURE COAST JEWISH FILM  

               FESTIVAL                 
                                                                  “BOY IN THE WOODS” 

 

 

LIVE SUNDAY FEBRUARY 2nd 

     STREAMED JANUARY 31-FEBRUARY 2nd 

     DONATION $6.00 PER PERSON 

    CONTACT Steve Shankman  stalshankman@gmail.com 

  

      REFRESHMENTS 2:00 PM 

                FILM 2:30 PM 

 

      TEMPLE BETH EL ISRAEL 

       551 SE BETHANY DRIVE 

 ST. LUCIE WEST (772) 336-3424 

       RABBI BRUCE BENSON 

 

Based on the true story of Maxwell Smart It dramatizes the  

remarkable story of a Jewish boy hiding in the forest of Nazi  

occupied Poland during World War II. He is forced to fend for himself and then to also care for a  

baby he finds after the Nazi’s kill its mother. 

                





 
CATERING BY ADRIENNE DREW 

EAT, LOVE, AND LIVE IN COLOR 
 

Adrienne Drew-Perry 
Executive Chef 

 

 
P: 772-713-1376 
C: 772-770-1184 
E: info@cateringbyadriennedrew.com 
A: 953 Old Dixie Hwy, Vero Beach, FL 32960 

      Clay  

 Price & 

    Associates, P.A. 

 
Certified Public Accountants 

Vision-Clarity-Insight 
Clay Price, CPA, CFF 

 

Ph. (772) 569-6203  *  Fx. (772) 569-1102 
2147  10th Avenue - Vero  Beach - Florida - 32960 

 

W a x  S p e c i a l  $ 7 9 . 9 5  &  u p  

MARK & NINA HEYER 
OWNERS 

W a x  S p e c i a l  $ 7 9 . 9 5  &  u p  

kathynys@icloud.comi

https://www.irccpa.com/
https://www.irccpa.com/
mailto:kathynys@icloud.comin


 

                     

 We offer students and families Jewish enrichment 
programs, classes and experiences in a fun,  

supportive and inclusive community atmosphere.  

Sunday school  *  Hebrew classes  *  

B’nai Mitzvah tutoring  *  fieldtrips  *   

Holiday celebrations  *  tots to teens * 

tbsschool@tbsvero.org 

 

We support our advertisers 
                    Call: 

            Temple Beth Shalom 

              772-569-4700 x 1 

           to start your ad with us 



AYCOCK FUNERAL HOME 
HILLCREST MEMORIAL GARDENS 

Fort Pierce 
772-461-8912 

 

https://www.pandaroof.com/
https://verobeachkind.org/
https://verobeachkind.org/
https://verobeachkind.org/


Men’s Club  
Join us for breakfasts, dinners, guest speakers,  

road trips, sports games & more. 

Contact:  Berl Herzenberg 703.201.8721 

 

Sisterhood 
We are a diverse group looking for your  

participation. Come to enjoy each others friendship  
& a host of activities. 

Contact:  Sandy Oswald   772.713.4200 

 

 

Beth El Memorial Park, Inc. 
 

The Only Jewish Cemetery  
on the Treasure Coast 

Located on Old Dixie Hwy. in  
Ft Pierce near Harbor Branch 
TBS Member Pricing  for all  

Traditional & Cremains Plots  
 

For information, please call: 
Harold Schwartz at 561.635.5237 

or the 
Cemetery office at 772 882-3601 


