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With thanks! 
 
I guess, “You can go home again!” 
When I arrived 52 years ago to begin to serve — as I did for 13 years — Temple 
Isaiah in Columbia, MD, people called me, “The Boy Rabbi.” Nobody calls me that 
anymore. 
 
 
Nevertheless, the reception and the turnout when I spoke there May 9 and 10 were 
overwhelming. Vickie and I remain deeply moved by how many there today remem-
bered us so fondly. “We grew up there,” Vickie noted, “and we look back on our 
years there with all the nostalgia that comes to mind when people recall their first 
true love.” 
 
 
Fast forward to today, as I write my final column as your rabbi,  I find myself won-
dering how the years flew by so quickly. And happily, true love is what Vickie and I 
have found here at Temple Beth Shalom in Vero Beach. 
 
 
I applied for your interim position because I hoped and thought I could help the con-
gregation appropriately mourn the departure of your beloved Rabbi, Michael Birn-
holz, and prepare the congregation to welcome its next settled Spiritual Leader. 
I believe we have accomplished that task together. 
 
 
I knew that if I were to succeed, I could NOT try to do everything the way Rabbi 
Birnholz did. I had to be me and to bring to you my authentic self. 
In a similar way, it is just as vital that your new Rabbi, Rose Durbin, not try to repli-
cate my style or anyone else’s except her own. 
 
 
She is bright, creative, tech savvy, and with three young children in tow, she will be 
a powerful magnet to attract the young families to TBS that will be the foundation of 
our congregation’s future. 
 
 
And so… 
With overwhelming gratitude for the way you have received Vickie and me, I trust 

you will embrace “Rabbi Rose” (as she likes to be called) in the same way you have 

embraced me. If you do, I am confident that at this time next year she will feel the 

same love and gratitude that Vickie and I feel today. 
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Tot Shabbat  

June 6 

5:15pm 

SixThirteen Shabbat 

6:13pm 

 

June 13, 20, 27 

Shabbat 

7:30pm 

 

June 28 

Torah Study 

9:30am 

 

June 7, 21 

Conservative Services  

9:30am 

 

Please support the  

Lustgarten family as 

Richie Lustgarten becomes 

Bar Mitzvah on June 14 

at 9:30am. 

Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

PRESIDENT 
Steve Berlin 

 
VICE PRESIDENT  

Marc Jaffe 
 

IMMEDIATE PAST  
PRESIDENT 

Harold Schwartz 
 

SECRETARY 
Dan Pollack 

 
TREASURER 
Sheldon Cantor 

 
Aric Attas 

Richard Bialosky 
Linda Friedman 
Berl Herzenberg 
Melinda Jacobs 
Paul Kanarek 
Holden Kriss 

Sandy Oswald 
 
 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
Education Director 

Mindy Lessem Pollack 
 
 

ENRICHMENT COMMITTEE 
Steve Friedman 

 
CARING COMMUNITY 

Cantor Kelly 
 

SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT 
Sandy Oswald 

 
MEN’S CLUB PRESIDENT 

Harold Schwartz 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Linda Friedman 

 
 

OFFICE MANAGER 
Trudie Kriss 

tel 772-569-4700 x 1 
tbsoffice@tbsvero.org 

www.tbsvero.org 
 
 

Please notify the Temple  

Office, Rabbi or Cantor, if a 

family member or fellow  

congregant is ill, or has had an 

accident. Clergy can only 

reach out, if they are informed 

that they are needed. 

You will receive the Scroll on June 1st   which is also Shavuot. We will have already 

celebrated on the Friday before, with a very special Shabbat when we celebrated re-

ceiving the Torah by chanting the Ten Commandments, and welcoming Rebecca Jaffe 

into the Jewish people officially! Celebrating this day with the Jaffe/Oswald family 

made me think about a very special time in my life.  

It was Shavuot on May 18, 2002, the day I became Bat Torah, Daughter of Torah. I had 

converted 13 years prior and felt it was fitting that I should be called to the Torah at 

this time. However, what was special was that my mother-in-law who was born and 

raised orthodox and never had a Bat Mitzvah was also becoming Bat Torah with me. 

My mother-in-law and I studied for a year together preparing for this day. We would 

meet in the Rabbi’s office once a week to study Hebrew, Torah, Haftarah, and the ser-

vice. We each brought our own perspectives to study, and I learned so much about my 

mother-in-law, as she did me, and we grew very close during that time. 

When the day finally came, we were both very excited and nervous. We would be 

leading most of the service, which we both knew very well because we attended ser-

vice just about every week. We would be chanting Torah, the Ten Commandments, 

and for our Haftarah we would be reading from the book of Ruth, the section where 

Naomi sends her daughters-in-law back to their families after her sons have died. After 

some protestation, her daughter-in-law Orpa returned to her family, but Ruth refuses 

and says: 

“Ask me not to leave you, or to return from following after you; for wherever you go, I 

will go; and wherever you live, I will live: your people shall be my people, your G-d 

my G-d: where you die, I will die, and there will I be buried: the Lord do so to me, and 

more also, if aught but death part you and me.” 

As special as chanting the Ten Commandments was, reading Ruth as a convert stand-

ing next to my Jewish born mother-in-law reading the story of the first recorded con-

vert was beyond meaningful for me.  

Ruth makes a choice, not just to follow her mother-in-law’s ways but G-d’s. At Mt. 

Sinai when Moses brings the Torah to the people, they, we, must make a choice and 

just like Ruth, we choose as a people, a nation, to take up the covenant that Abraham 

took up with G-d many years before. Although Shavuot, is the festival of weeks and 

the time when we celebrate Torah it is also the time in which we choose once again to 

keep that covenant with G-d.   

Seeing Rebecca make the choice to also take on the covenant with G-d and the love 

and support of her mother-in-law Sandy, and the whole family as Rebecca officially 

chose Judaism, was amazing to witness and be a part of, and is now one of my favorite 

memories! 

 

Cantor Kelly 

 

Cantor Kelly 
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President’s Message 
Dear Friends, 
 
Summer is upon us, but there is no rest for the weary! The Rabbi, Cantor, Mindy, Trudie, and the Board of Trustees are 
hard at work planning next year’s activities and programs. 
 
I encourage you to attend our Annual Congregational Meeting on June 8th at 4:30 PM. This is a key opportunity to 
learn about the Temple’s future plans—religious, spiritual, and social—and to share your voice. Your presence is im-
portant not only to stay informed, but also to ask questions and VOLUNTEER for areas that interest you. Supporting the 
Temple goes beyond dues and donations—your time and involvement are just as valuable. 
 
As you may know, Rabbi Rose Durbin will officially begin her tenure at Temple Beth Shalom on July 1, 2025, and we 
are thrilled to welcome her. She will be attending the Annual Meeting and will have some time to introduce herself and 
speak with you. To help everyone get to know Rabbi Rose more personally, we will also be hosting small gatherings at 
members’ homes and at the Temple. Please watch the Scroll and Temple Tidings for details on dates and locations. 
 
Remember, the Temple cannot grow without your participation—and without welcoming new members. Please consider 
inviting friends or acquaintances who are not currently affiliated with a synagogue to join you at services or events. 
Many are hesitant due to financial concerns. We want to reassure everyone that we work with families confidentially to 
ensure membership is accessible and affordable. 
 
Warm regards, 
Steven Berlin 
305-772-6620 

Book Club 

Sisterhood 

Join us on June 24th @ 10:30am in the social hall to share a discussion 
about this month’s book.  For book info and RSVP:   Susan Berlin  or see the 

Temple Tidings weekly email. 

As I step down from my role on the board after 8 incredible years, my heart is filled with gratitude, love, and deep 
appreciation for each of you. 
 
Serving as President and Vice President has enriched my life. 
 
Through challenges and triumphs, laughter and tears, we have built something truly special - much more than just an 
organization. I'd say, family bound by shared purpose and unwavering support. I am grateful for all of the wonderful 
friendships, the lessons learned, and the countless moments that have shaped me as a leader and as a woman. 
 
Although I am stepping back, my commitment to our sisterhood will never waver. I cherish the connections we have 
made and will continue to support and uplift our new leadership. 
 
To my fellow board members - Thank you for your dedication, wisdom, and encouragement. Leading alongside you 
has been an honor beyond words. 
 
To my sisters - Never underestimate the power of your voice, your ideas, your presence and abilities to make a differ-
ence. We are strong because of you. 
 
As I begin the next chapter, I leave with a full heart and confidence that our Sisterhood will continue to thrive and 
flourish. I am forever grateful. 
 
With Love, Sandy 
 

mailto:susanberlin715@gmail.com?subject=January%20Book%20Club


The Annual Congregational Meeting of Temple Beth Shalom will be held on Sunday, June 8th at 4:30 pm in the  

Sanctuary and you can also attend by Zoom.  Watch future emails for the information. 

 

Your attendance is encouraged so that we have a quorum to hold our meeting. 

Please, come to hear about our progress over the last year and where we are headed going forward.  If you have not 

already mailed your ballot to vote for the upcoming board seats and budget, please bring it with you to the meeting 

or return it to the office by or before the morning of June 6th.  

 

At the meeting, additional members may be nominated from the floor.  Any member in good standing who wants to 

run for the Board is entitled to do so. 

 

Please remember to include only ballots in your envelope and no other correspondence or checks. 

There is a drop box located on the front door of the office for those of you that want to bring your ballot to us at a  

Time that is convenient for you. 

      Coffee & Kibbitz 
    Join Rabbi on June 3rd  @10:30am.  

       Location will be at  Mulligans on the beach. 
It is Rabbi Fuchs’s last Coffee & Kibbitz,  

a wonderful opportunity to engage in  
formal discussion with him. 

*Wednesday, June 11, we are paying a visit to the 

Elliot Museum in Stuart. We have carpools leaving from the 

Temple parking lot and from Port St. Lucie at 9:00 AM. Af-

ter touring the museum, we will have lunch in Stuart. If 

you’d like to join the Port St. Lucie carpool, call Sheldon 

Cantor at 609-468-5272. 

 
*Please join us at the Twisted Lime on June 24th at  

6:30 pm for Beer & Bible & dinner.    
 

*Last note: Some of us meet for breakfast every Thursday - 

9:00 AM at Café 66 – 685 U.S. 1 in Vero. It’s informal. We 

eat. We drink (coffee). We chat. We leave. 

 

Please RSVP to  
Harry Onickel    honickel@gmail.com  

   Men’s Club 

Annual Meeting 
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Membership/Greeting Page 
Memorial Book 

Everyone will soon receive our 
yearly mailing from Temple 
Beth Shalom for membership 
renewal, High Holy Day 
Greeting page, & Memorial 
Book. 
If you have not received yours 
by the 2nd week in June, 
please alert the office & all 
can be emailed to you or you 
can make arrangements for 
pick up. 
Please remember that mem-
bership must be current before 
renewing for our 2025/26 
year which begins on July 1st. 

mailto:honickel@gmail.com
mailto:tbsoffice@tbsvero.org?subject=Membership-Greeting-Memorial%20Book


Religious School 

5 

The Teacher Appreciation Brunch at the end of our school year was 

a lovely celebration. Thank you to Ashley Chaney for organizing 

the event and to all who helped ensure its success. We were 

pleased to honor our teachers and thank them for all they do to engage our children in quality, 

experiential and meaningful learning. We also give a special shoutout to the parents who vol-

unteered as needed this past year in our school. We appreciate you!  

 

Mazal Tov to Richie Lustgarten as he is called to the Torah as a Bar 

Mitzvah on Saturday, June 14th at 9:30am. Please join us in the sanctuary to support and wor-

ship with Richie as we celebrate this very special occasion with his family. Mazal Tov as well 

to Sienna Mallon on her graduation from high school. Sienna will be honored with an Aliyah 

on Friday, June 13th at Shabbat services. 

   We want our students to practice Hebrew 

reading over the next couple of months to prevent “summer slide”. Zoom and in-
person tutoring are available over the summer for those who request it. Speak with 
Mindy Pollack danminpoll@aol.com   
Remember, TBS is open all summer for Shabbat services and social gatherings.  

 

 Join us for SixThirteen Shabbat on June 6th. Tot 

Shabbat will gather at 5:15pm prior to this service. 

 

 Whether going on vacation, heading to summer camp, or having a staycation, 

we wish everyone a safe and pleasant summer. 

 

B’Shalom and as always, Am Yisrael Chai! 

Mindy  

mailto:danminpoll@aol.com


              JOIN IN THE FUN  
as we welcome the 

 

Israel Scouts Friendship  
Caravan 2025 

Monday, July 21 
7:00pm 

Temple Beth Shalom sanctuary 

 
Enjoy the dynamic, energetic and inspiring song and dance performance of 

these young Israelis who travel the United States all  
summer connecting with communities and spreading their enthusiasm and 

love for Israel.  
This program has been a beloved event at TBS since 1995! 

 
Let’s welcome this amazing troupe back with a huge turnout  

and generous TBS hospitality.  
Host homes, sponsors and volunteers are needed. 

 
Tickets $18 available for purchase in the temple office. 

Children aged 4 and under free. 
 

To volunteer and for more information contact  
                           Mindy Lessem Pollack at danminpoll@aol.com 
 

A meet and greet with the Scouts and refreshments will follow the show. 

 

mailto:danminpoll@aol.com


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Tree Of Life, located in the  

Steyer Social Hall foyer,  

celebrates and remembers  

every kind of occasion. 

 
Next time you visit our social hall, please take a 

moment to look at this beautiful wall. 
 

In that moment, reflect on all the B’nai Mitzvah, 
weddings, anniversaries, birthdays,  memorials, 

and  other dedications that friends and loved ones 
have given to each other over the years. 

If you would like to honor,  
remember someone or mark a special occasion in 

your life, you can have a leaf inscribed and 
placed on our Tree Of Life. 

Please contact the office to order  

yours today. 

What a lovely gift idea as well! 

Donor                In Memory of 

Susan Block  her father, Arthur Block 

Sandy Oswald  her brother, Stanton S. Oswald 

Bob Polakow  his mother-in-law, Jessie Winfield 

Barbara DePutron her father, Norman Gordon Greenbaum 

Sue Marik  her father, Abe R. Kipperman 

Helen Freeman  her father, Simon Drobkin 

Carol Kanarek  her father, Henry Moses 

Linda Locke  her mother, Jolene Levinson 

Susan Sussman  her husband, Dr. Norman Sussman 

Silvia Forrest  her nephew, Boris Friedman 

Steve Friedman  his father, Sidney Friedman 

Linda Friedman  her father, Richard Belli 

Fern Siegel  her father, Seymour M. Siegel 

Stacia Goldman Morris her father, Seymour Hochman 

Charlie Fox  his brother, David Allan Fox 

Trudy Aarons  her husband, Howell Aarons 

Wendy Kraut  her mother, Elinor Rossenthal Kraut 

Helen Freeman  her mother, Anna Drobkin 

   Her brother-in-law, Paul Marcus 

Del Saltz  her grandmother, Rose Snoll 

   her grandfather, William Gorsetman 

Ben Saltz  his brother-in-law, Saul Sinderbrand 
 
 
 
GENERAL 

Ronnee King 

Marlene & Sheldon Cantor, honoring Arnold Silverberg’s 

     85th birthday 

Anita & Frank Moroz in memory of Janine Kimmel 

Carol & Steve Shain in honor of Rabbi Rose becoming our Rabbi 

 

 

SANCTUARY TECH 
CREW: 

Berl Herzenberg  
 Marc Jaffe, Gage Jaffe 

Technology: 
Marc Jaffe 
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Many Thanks 

Thanks to Silvia Forrest for re-painting 
the letters & intricate outlines on our 

TBS entry signs. It’s a tedious job which 
has been completed & her efforts are 

very much appreciated 

Mazal Tov to Paula Hoekzema on the birth 
of her granddaughter, Sage, daughter of 
Bryan and Dana and on the recent marriage 
of her son, Jacob to Nicole. 

 

Mazal Tov to Mindy and Dan Pollack on the 
engagement of their daughter, Michal, to 
Seth. 

If anyone is spring/summer cleaning & you have 
food you would like to donate, please drop it off at 
TBS for the Food Pantry. They need our support 

more than ever. Please, no expired dates. 

mailto:tbsoffice@tbsvero.org?subject=Tree%20of%20Life%20leaf


Yahrzeits 
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May G-d Comfort All Who Mourn  
In Zion and Jerusalem 

Albert Schlamowitz 
Jean Goldye Seid 
Seymour M. Siegel 
Robert K. (Bobby) Stirling Jr. 
Rose Swatt 
Harvey Waller 
Ida Weiss 
Weiss, Isador L. Orphan 
Harry L. White 
Hazel Zoffer 

Martin Kraus 
Sol Napp 
Hyman Nissan 
Michael Oswald 
Ruth Polakow 
Rachel Prince 
Arthur Raboy 
Irving Rodin 
Ronald Savage 
Lillian Savage 

Seymour Hochman 
Ruth Jacobs 
Leonardo M. Kaplan 
Lillian Kattan 
Roberta (Bobbie) Kauffman 
Bertha Kipperman 
Lisa Kleiber 
Jean D. Kovats 
Roy Kovats 
Elinor Rosenthal Kraut 
Sarah Landis 
Bernice Nan Lippe 
Harry Lubell 
Paul Marcus 
Annie Azoff Marks 

Herbert Friedman 
Robert Louis Gale 
Elaine Fromson Glass 
Molly A. Goldstein 
Alexander Gordon 

Howell Aarons 
Irving Abels 
Josefina Barquin 
Al Bart 
Selly Benyes 
Sol Berlin 
Florence Blitz 
Rose Boehm 
Benjamin Chaifetz 
Rozalind Cherry 
Neil Davis 
Ray Dobbs 
Anna Drobkin 
Lillian Feuer 
Niel Irwin Fishman 
Harry S. Forrest 
David Allan Fox 
Lilian Frank 
Sidney Friedman 
Rose Friedman 

Memorial Plaques 
Anyone wishing to purchase a plaque for your loved one to go on 

one of our Memorial Boards in the sanctuary,  
would need to order by July 7th. 

Plaques can also be part of your preplanning and reserved now 
for yourself. 



Seth Baker 
Steve Berlin 
Jerry Blum 
Gabriella Borwick 
Eileen Carberry 
Audrey Ortega-Cowan 
Diane Edelstein 
Jeff Hurwitz 
Cameron Katz 

Robert Kramer 
Marc Lieberman 
Jacob Livingston 
Richie Lustgarten 
Susan Match 
Ruth McMillin 
Frank Moroz 
Rosemary Polsky-Newman 
Sanford Nidich 

Alex Pedraza 
Jeff Pickering 
Carol Resnick 
Barbara Rosenbaum 
Susi Saxl 
Steve Schindel 
Ari Schwibner 
Elizabath Waller 
Ellen Zollenberg 

L’Chaim Anniversaries 
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Birthdays 

Mazel Tov to everyone celebrating their anniversary or birthday this month 

     

    PLEASE CONSIDER SPONSORING  
                     AN ONEG SHABBAT 

 
A little  fruit, cheese, crackers, veggies, baked items,  

and any other food items you wish to share & 

 bottled water & other drinks gives us a chance to 

mingle after services. 

                 Thank you May Oneg Shabbat sponsors: 

Blum, Gregorius, Wenzing/Greenspoon 

Bronstein, Oswald/Sosta/Jaffe 

Call or email the office to rsvp for sponsorship 
 

Open dates are: June 6, 27  **   July 18, 25  
 

We depend on our Families to take 
turns sponsoring an Oneg Shabbat. 

Oneg Shabbat 

Rummage Sale 
 

 

 
We continue collecting every LAST 

Sunday (11am-1pm), &  
Last Thursday (5-6pm)  

of each month in back of the office 
building in the parking lot where our sea  

container is located.  
 

For large donation  pick up: 

 Call Elliot Moskowitz, 818.926.6855 

 
 

 

 

 
 

To participate in the  
Legacy Fund,  a  

member would agree  
to name the Temple 
 as a beneficiary in  

their estate plan  
(Will or Trust)  

or their  
insurance policy.   

 
            

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information, 

please contact our  
Foundation Board  

Members, Sam Block or 
Carol Kanarek 

 
 
 
 

Jane & Richard Bialosky       Mort & Ruth Brown       Bill & Cookie Compton       Bill & Smiley Edelstein 

Vickie & Stephen Fuchs       Holden & Trudie Kriss       Frank & Anita Moroz    

Sanford & Randi Nidich       Dan & Joan Preuss       Bob & Toby Reisman       Mike & Debbi Stiebel        

Jerry & Jacquie Storch       Irv & Beth Sugerman       Steve & Sandra Wechsler        

mailto:tbsoffice@tbsvero.org?subject=Oneg%20Sponsors%20needed


 
CATERING BY ADRIENNE DREW 

EAT, LOVE, AND LIVE IN COLOR 
 

Adrienne Drew-Perry 
Executive Chef 

 

 

P: 772-713-1376 
C: 772-770-1184 
E: info@cateringbyadriennedrew.com 
A: 953 Old Dixie Hwy, Vero Beach, FL 32960 

      Clay  

 Price & 

    Associates, P.A. 

 
Certified Public Accountants 

Vision-Clarity-Insight 
Clay Price, CPA, CFF 

 

Ph. (772) 569-6203  *  Fx. (772) 569-1102 
2147  10th Avenue - Vero  Beach - Florida - 32960 

 

W a x  S p e c i a l  $ 7 9 . 9 5  &  u p  

MARK & NINA HEYER 
OWNERS 

W a x  S p e c i a l  $ 7 9 . 9 5  &  u p  

 

https://www.irccpa.com/
https://www.irccpa.com/


 

                     

 We offer students and families Jewish enrichment 
programs, classes and experiences in a fun,  

supportive and inclusive community atmosphere.  

Sunday school  *  Hebrew classes  *  

B’nai Mitzvah tutoring  *  fieldtrips  *   

Holiday celebrations  *  tots to teens * 

tbsschool@tbsvero.org 

 

Cox Gifford Seawinds Funeral Home  

      & Crematory 

 
1950 20th St., Vero Beach, FL 32960 

    www.coxgiffordseawinds.com 
               772-562-2365 
 

           Traditional Jewish Services 

          Worldwide Shipping 

           Advanced Planning 



AYCOCK FUNERAL HOME 
HILLCREST MEMORIAL GARDENS 

Fort Pierce 
772-461-8912 

 

https://www.pandaroof.com/
https://verobeachkind.org/
https://verobeachkind.org/
https://verobeachkind.org/


Men’s Club  
Join us for breakfasts, dinners, guest speakers,  

road trips, sports games & more. 

Contact:  Harold Schwartz:  561.635.5237 

 

Sisterhood 
We are a diverse group looking for your  

participation. Come to enjoy each others friendship  
& a host of activities. 

Contact:  Sandy Oswald   772.713.4200 

 

 

Beth El Memorial Park, Inc. 
 

The Only Jewish Cemetery  
on the Treasure Coast 

Located on Old Dixie Hwy. in  
Ft Pierce near Harbor Branch 
TBS Member Pricing  for all  

Traditional & Cremains Plots  
 

For information, please call: 
Harold Schwartz at 561.635.5237 

or the 
Cemetery office at 772 882-3601 

Call 772-569-4700 x1 for details 

Full page, 1/2 & 1/4 page & business card 
size also available 




